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Hello, Chair Orange, Council Members, and staff. I am Brandon Andrews, a resident of Ward 5 

and nominee for the District of Columbia Commission on Fashion, Arts, and Events. Thank you 

for the opportunity to share why I am uniquely qualified to support the fashion and beauty 

industry and creative economy in the District.  

 

I began my career on Capitol Hill. Among other issues, I handled technology policy – to include 

– intellectual property, and small business policy; both important policy concerns for the fashion 

and beauty industry. While working as a staffer in the United States Senate I met Commission 

Chair Christine Brooks-Cropper as she worked to form the Fashion Caucus on Capitol Hill. If 

confirmed, I look forward to working with Chair Brooks-Cropper on these and other policy 

concerns.    

 

In an effort to highlight the personal style bourgeoning on Capitol Hill, a fellow hill-staffer and I 

created the 2009 Fab 50 on the Hill List in Politico. 

 

My partner in the endeavor went on to be a buyer for Gucci in New York. Before leaving the Hill 

I was honored to be included in Washington Life’s “Roaring Twenties” feature in 2011 and to be 

named a Style Setter by Washingtonian Magazine in 2012. These shoots led to my freelance 

runway and event modeling career. Over the past few years, I have worked as a model for many 

local designers in DC. Including Brimble & Clark founder Sim Khan who made the suit I am 

wearing today.  

 

As I worked with more designers, I became invested in their success, and began assisting 

entrepreneurs and brands with developing their businesses in the District. I was proud to serve on 

the planning team for the inaugural Fashion 360 Conference; hosted by District Fete. 

 

I continue this work today. Each year, I travel the country organizing casting calls for ABC’s hit 

show; Shark Tank. Entrepreneurs in the fashion and beauty industry have unique needs. If 

confirmed, I will work with Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development (DMPED), 

my fellow Commissioners, and other relevant District agencies to create space for the creative 

economy in the District that fuels over 100,000 jobs, contributes an estimated $14 billion to the 

District’s Gross State Product (GSP), and adds over $200 million to the District’s tax base each 

year.  
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Creating positive change at the intersection of policy and community takes relationships and 

experience. In addition to my policy experience, I have spent the past few years as a 

Commissioner on the DC Commission on National and Community Service. My colleagues 

selected me as vice-chair of the Commission. If confirmed, my experience working in and with 

District government will be valuable.  

 

Lastly, I currently work in public relations. I assist brands with planning and executing 

campaigns and events. If the District Commission on Fashion, Arts, and Events is to achieve the 

mission delineated in its bylaws to promote “the District as a location for holding fashion and 

beauty events,” and to create “partnerships between the fashion and business communities,” we 

must tell our story effectively. 

 

This story should include the couture retail in City Center, local entrepreneurs on U Street, local 

designers at Nomad Yard Collectiv, manufacturers, distributors, and the District residents who 

enjoy their work.  

 

My vision for my role on the District Commission on Fashion, Arts, and Events includes: 

 

 Identifying fashion and beauty entrepreneurs working in the District’s creative 

economy; 

 

 Ensuring District policy creates space for creative entrepreneurs, and meets 

the needs of fashion and beauty businesses; 

 

 Collecting information to build a compelling narrative highlighting the 

fashion and beauty industry as part of the District’s creative economy; and, 

 

 Promoting the fashion and beauty industry in the District. 

 

 

In conclusion, I am honored to be nominated.  If confirmed, I pledge the totality of my skill and 

experience towards a strategy to create jobs, support creative innovation, and build the fashion 

and beauty industry in the District.  

 

Thank you for allowing me time to share this testimony with you, I am happy to answer any 

questions you may have.  


